
1. It gives me more time to spell. (Children like to work at their own pace in the computer lab.)

2. I can go back and change my answer. (Children can retype the word instead of erasing it). 

3. I like typing in the spelling word. (Children like the one-on-one interactive learning process.)

4. It helps me learn spelling words. (Repetition with improvement feedback indicates progress.) 

5. You can have fun while you spell. (Most children love to work with computers.)

6. I can study more. (They don’t need a teacher to get a graded test, the computer does it.)

7. I love this program so much. It tells me the sentences and definitions and the words I missed.

8. It shows me the right words and misspelled words. (They how they did and what to correct.)

9. I don’t have to raise my hand to repeat a word. (The computer has a repeat button.) 

10. I like how you can study without a book. It helps me study in a new way.  

11. I like the way the computer talks to me. I can hear it better. (Children use headphones.)

96% of the students say
CAL Tutor made them a better speller.

The children gave the following reasons for “awesome” recommendation

Students Say CAL Tutor’s Weekly Spelling is Awesome

57% of a 3rd grade focus group rated CAL Tutor for Weekly Spelling as awesome.            

CAL Tutor Weekly Spelling Product Tour



The Product Tour shows selected features and functions within Weekly Spelling. 

You can choose to do the Product Tour and/or watch the Spell Bowl video. To watch 
the Spell Bowl demo, you must go back to the CAL Tutor main screen and click the 
Demo button to watch two ten minute videos on student functions and teacher 
functions. 

Weekly Spelling and Spell Bowl have identical features and functions. The difference 
is that CAL Tutor for Spell Bowl uses the Indiana Association of School Principals 
Spell Bowl list for either elementary, middle or high school, while Weekly Spelling uses 
lists from one of the spelling books. Spell Bowl teams have 10 to15 students, while 
weekly spelling may have multiple grades with 25 to 30 students using CAL Tutor per 
grade. 

It’s the multiple classes and additional students that create the software engineering 
differences between the two versions. Weekly Spelling requires additional engineering 
for multiple grades.    
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Select a Spelling List and Take a Test

The computerized lists below are named after the spelling book’s study list. The 
CAL Tutor lists includes spelling words, sentences, and definitions. In the 
computer lab, a student selects one of the computerized lists and takes a test 
on that list. 



Current word

Previously 
entered 
words

definition

sentence

Option to 
randomize the 
presentation of 
spelling words 

Option to test on 
only misspelled 
spelling words 

Pre-rerecorded spelling words are played into head set

Option where speech 
engine says the sentence 
and definition
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Spelling List Test in Progress

The CAL Tutor speaks the spelling word and displays and speaks the sentence 
and definition. Words can be presented in a random sequence. The student types 
in the spelling words. The use of a definition and sentence provides a vocabulary 
development benefit. 



Only 
misspelled 
words test 
Option
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Only Misspelled Words Test

The result is incorrect. A 
comparison between the 
spelling word and the 
entered word is shown. 

The “Practice Misspelled Only” option says each spelling word. The student types in 
the spelling word. CAL Tutor compares the spelling word and the student entered word 
and displays the result- correct or incorrect. Misspelled practice is a great drill for 
mastering troublesome words.  We recommended repeating this drill until a score of 
100% is achieved on this list.



Troublesome 
spelling words 
from all lists

The student must spell the 
troublesome spelling word 
correctly until the counter 
is zero. The more 
troublesome the word, the 
more times it must be 
spelled correctly.
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Troublesome Spelling Words Test

This is a great review tool. The Troublesome List is created for each student and contains all 
misspelled words from all lists. As a unit review, the objective is to have the student clear the 
troublesome words from the list just before a unit test. This troublesome word drill uses 
repetition to overcome difficult to spell words. The counter indicates the student’s level of 
difficulty in learning this word. The higher the counter value, the more difficult the word.
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Review Test Choose the number 
of words in the test

Spelling Words 
selected randomly 
from all spelling lists

Results

The Quick Random Test is a year end review tool. The student takes a test on a 
number of spelling words he or she selects (example is 9). The spelling words are 
randomly selected by CAL Tutor from all lists. The feedback is immediate as to correct 
or misspelled. 
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CAL Tutor Graded Test

Misspelled words in redShows the last four test results test 4,3, 2 & 1  

Current Test Results

Overall Test Results All misspelled words- all lists

Print results

Upon completing a test, the report below displays. The test results for the current test 
and three previous tests are displayed. The report displays the spelling word and the 
student entered word. Misspelled  words are highlighted in red. The current score and 
the overall score is shown. In addition, there is a total of all troublesome words. The 
report is printed and becomes a study guide for the next test on this list. 



Spelling Lists Spelling Words Misspelling 
Variations – up to 10 
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Teacher’s Report: 
Misspelled Words for all Students and all Tests

The words misspelled by all students are ranked by number of times misspelled. In 
addition, the number of students misspelling the word is also shown. For each 
spelling word, up to 10 misspelled variations are shown on the right in red. The 
number after the misspelled word represents the number of times it was misspelled. 
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Teacher’s Report: 
Ranked by Student Achievement

Students are ranked by achievement. The ranking is based on an average of all tests 
taken on all lists. The view shown is a summary view. The Expand All button opens 
each student’s folder showing how the student did on each list, the number of tests 
taken, and the last four tests scores. 

Besides achievement, the expanded views shows how hard each student is working 
in the lab and how one bad test may have lowered achievement. A Test History 
Report not shown here also shows the student’s lab activity. The report shows dates 
tests taken, the number of tests taken, and the time length of each test.
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Other Features and Functions

Dictionary Lookup 

CAL Tutor’s built-in dictionary Internet 
lookup delivers a definition and a 
sentence (if available) for any CAL 
Tutor Spelling word.

Recording Studio 

Spelling words can be record for 
newly created lists.  The other option 
is to have the CAL Tutor’s speech 
engine say the words. 

List Build Wizard  

All the spelling words for all lists can 
be subdivided into specialized lists. 
capitalized, hyphened, “ie”, “ph” and 
word size are a just few examples. 

Export and Import 

Export a list from CAL Tutor to Word or 
Excel or Import your favorite list into CAL 
Tutor.


